£1.20 


FARTHING WooD 
FRIENDS 


92> 


380002 


ISSUE 92 


Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 

of Farthing Wood Friends! 


CONTENTS 
TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
Tragedy strikes 


ALL ABOUT 
GETTING YOUR COPIES Buzzards 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. HOW TO DRAW 
HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION Bully 
(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 
We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every SECRET WORLD OF 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. A sea cave ; . ass . 

Two seasons had passed since Scarface had “What a beautiful day it is today,” thought 


the White Stag. He bent down to drink 
from a nearby stream, unaware that the 
water was poisoned. 
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A load of blubber 
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met his match in Fox, in White Deer Park. 
Spring was in the air, bringing all the hopes 
of a fresh start for the animals. But tragedy 
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was to strike yet again ... 


Whistler crash-landed on the scene. “Oh, I 
say, sorry to disturb you, White Stag,” he 
said. But the Stag couldn’t hear him, he had 
died from the poison. “Oh no,” cried Whistler, 
“T must tell Fox what has happened.” 


Shadow saw what happened and ran to help. 
“Have you been shot? Is anything broken?” 
she asked. “The ... the ... Great White Stag 
is dead,” panted Whistler. 


Whistler made his way back to White Deer 
Park, but he was so upset, he didn’t look 
where he was going and crashed into a bush. 


Just then, another badger appeared. “Hello,” 
he ventured, “I’m your friend. I saw the 
whole thing — right out of the sky you fell. 
Are you alive? What can I do to help?” 


Ae ve 


Whistler was dazed and confused. “Where 
am I? This isn’t White Deer Park. I must 
find Fox.” “Do you mean the famous 
Farthing Wood Fox?” asked Shadow. “Yes, 
that’s the one,” replied Whistler. 


“You're a badger!” exclaimed Shadow. 
“Always have been,” chuckled Hurkel. 
“Now, does everything flap and bend 
properly?” he asked Whistler. 


a A ; PY \ ay Z 
aa ie, 
Shadow introduced herself, “I knew Bold, “Pve lots of friends — slimy friends, scaly 
Fox’s son, he helped me when I was in friends, friends that woof, but, come to think 
trouble.” “Yes, I remember Bold. Sorry, can’t _ of it, no badger friends!” Hurkel said, sadly, 
stop,” said Whistler, “I must find fox.” ‘Tl be your friend,” said Shadow. “Oh, you’re 
“Goodbye, feathered friend,” shouted Hurkel. _ so kind,” replied Hurkel. 


“Bully, Bully, Bully,” said the other three 
rats, saluting. 


The other two rats followed their friend 
through the bushes to where White Stag lay 
dead. Just then, the leader of the rats turned 
up. “Who am I?” he demanded. 


Meanwhile, in White Deer Park, three 
nasty-looking rats were sneaking about. 
“Look what I’ve found,” said the dark 
brown rat, Spike, to his two friends. 


“Look what I’ve found,” said Bully, pointing 
to the dead Stag. “I found him first,” said 
Spike. Bully didn’t like Spike being cheeky, 
so he wrapped his tail around his neck, 
almost strangling him. 


“Who am I?” he demanded again. “Bully, “I’m the leader of the Pack and don’t you 
Bully, Bully,” gasped Spike, kissing Bully’s forget it,” warned Bully. 
feet as he said it. 


“What luck,” he continued. “Now there’s 


“Now, what did we come here for?” asked 
nothing to stop us making it our patch,” 


Bully, rather confused. “Um ... um ... we 
came here to look at the dead Stag,” ventured laughed Bully. “This Park shall be mine!” 


Brat. “Ah, yes, so we did,” agreed Bully. 


Next week: Tragedy strikes. 


All About... 


If you are in the eastern half of Scotland and England, you 
might catch sight of another buzzard that is a rare 
summer visitor from Africa. This is the Honey buzzard and 
it has a smaller head, slimmer neck and a more barred tail 
than us residents. It also has hard, scale-like feathers 
above its beak. Can you guess why (think about its 
name)? Well, it eats the larvae and adults of wasps and 
bees and these hard feathers protect it from their stings. 


GGHi! or Pee-yow, as we buzzards 
would say to each other as we sail 
high above the land with steady wing 
beats. We may look as if we're rather 
slow and lazy but, in fact, we are 
keeping a very sharp eye on the ground 
below for signs of a possible meal. 
We buzzards are one of the 
commonest large birds of prey in 
Britain. We like hilly countryside with 
wooded valleys, mostly in western 
Britain, Scotland and the north of 
Ireland. Rabbits are an important part 
of our diet and when huge numbers of 
them died in the 1950s, because of 
the disease myxomatosis, many 
buzzards starved to death, too.99 


When we glide, we hold out our wings flat, or 
just slightly curved up. Our main flight feathers 
are turned back and pointed. We can cover 
many miles this way, wheeling above open 
country or woods. When we soar upwards, we 
hold our wings forward, curve up the wing tips 
and fan out the tail. Often, several buzzards 
soar together, swooping up on warm currents 
of air and calling to each other. 


lam about 50cm long - that’s 
bigger than a Sparrowhawk and 


a Kestrel, but smaller than a ; 
Golden eagle. We buzzards do KEEPING AIRBORNE | 


not all have the same colouring: Like other large birds of prey, the 
some of us are quite dark grey buzzard’s broad wings are shaped 
or brown with paler feathers on to allow it to keep its heavy body in 
our underparts, while others are the air while it is soaring slowly. The 
speckled with creamy white primary feathers at the end of each 
feathers. We all have bright wing, which become narrow at the 
yellow legs and feet, though, and tip, are spread out like fingers. | 
a yellow patch at the base of the When the bird is pean; its wings 
beak. Our head is quite broad, held at a slant, the primaries can be 
our neck short and the tail quite twisted to give the bird extra lift, so 


short and rounded. The top part that it does not lose height. 
of the leg is covered in feathers. 


All About... 


Hunting 


66We spend much of our day hunched 
on a perch, such as a tree, post, rock or 
telegraph pole, scanning the ground 
below for prey. If we spot a small 
mammal, frog, or young bird, we drop 
down and snatch it up with our sharp 


Prey is scarce in winter and we buzzards have a 
tough job finding enough to eat. Many inexperienced 
youngsters die during their first winter. We adults, 
who are more skilled, sometimes even have to 
resort to fighting another buzzard for food. If | am 
starving, and | spot a young buzzard tucking into a 


talons. We also hunt by gliding over the 
open hillsides. When we pinpoint prey, 
we fold our wings and dive down with 
terrific speed. Sometimes we hunt on 
foot, stalking through the grass in 
search of grubs and frogs.99 


meal on a tree stump, | will fly straight down and 
flap my wings at him and scream, hoping to 
frighten him off so that | can snatch his food. If this 
doesn’t work, | will tilt backwards on my outspread 
wings and lash out at him with my talons. That 
usually does the trick and the youngster flies off. 


We buzzards build our nests high up in 
trees, or on cliff ledges. We make a big 
pile of sticks and pieces of heather and 
line it with bracken, grass, moss and 
seaweed. Our females lay between two 
and five eggs. They take 40-45 days to 
hatch and the mother feeds them for 
the first week. Then we share the job 
and, even once the youngsters have 
flown from the nest, at about eight 
weeks, we go on finding them food 
for another seven weeks or so. 


MIEN IVAW ARAN YAN LAY 


We buzzards are one of the few 
birds of prey that hunt on the 
ground. Another one is the 
long-legged Secretary bird, 
which spends most of the day 
stalking through the grasslands 
of Africa, searching for prey. It 
kills creatures as large as 
lizards and snakes by stamping 
on them with its strong feet. 


Bally 


Who is he? Bully, Bully, Bully! He never 
lets the other rats forget it. He’s big, 
grey and spiteful, the leader of the Rat 
Pack. The Farthing Wood animals have 
never had to deal with an enemy like 
him before, but they’ll soon find out 
he’s not as brave as he seems. 


Drawing 3a! 


BEFORE YOU START... —Q 


DRAW TWO 


‘PRACTISE DRAWING SHORT CURVES 
THESE SHAPES — FOR THE NECK 
W FIV 
EGG SHAPES TRVESIFOR 
AND CURVES MUZZLE THE ARMS 
DRAW TWO 
CURVES FOR 
THE ‘WAIST’ 


OUTLINE 
BULLY’S 
EARS 


DRAW THREE EGG SHAPES, 
ON TOP OF EACH OTHER. 
ADD THREE CURVES AT THE BOTTOM 
AND A LINE FOR THE GROUND 


DRAW SHORT LINES 
TO SHOW THE FRONT 


OUTLINE TWO EYES AND 
PAWS AND CLAWS 


ADD TWO EYEBROWS 


FINISH OFF 
THE EARS 


GIVE BULLY A TAIL 


OUTLINE 

THE NOSE 

AND TEETH 
DRAW A 
WOBBLY LINE 
FOR THE MOUTH 


OUTLINE THE LEGS AND BACK PAWS 


ADD PUPILS TO 


J THE EYES 


GIVE BULLY 
WHISKERS AND 


OUTLINE THE 
SHADE HIS NOSE 


MUZZLE, CHEST 
AND STOMACH 


ADD A FEW 

CURVED LINES 
ON THE CHEST 
AND STOMACH 


FINISH OFF THE PAWS 


2 LINES 
pRaw YOUR LIN : 
LIGHTLY SO YOU 
CAN RUB OUT 

OVERLAPPING ONES 


‘ 


¥66You've all probably seen waves pounding 
against the bottom of a cliff. Very gradually, 
“ they wear away a weak point in the cliff until a 
hollow is formed. This eventually becomes a sea 
cave. An old cave system, where the caves have 
become so big that waves reach in only during the 
high tide, is a very special, secret sort of place. The 
rock is damp but sheltered; a perfect home for lots of 
creatures, from groups of tiny Sea slaters to Grey 
seal mothers and their pups.99 


Mrs Salmon’s Challenge: Sea slaters look a 
bit like woodlice. They live in the crevices of 
sea walls - how many can you spot? 


ANCA joa 
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You should be able to spot 10 Sea 
slaters crawling over the rocks. 


Legend says that when King 
Arthur died his spirit entered a 
Red-billed chough! The bird 
certainly has regal, purple-black 
plumage to contrast with its red 
legs and bill. The bill curves 

Over half the world’s Grey seals live off the down, helping the chough 

coast of Britain, most of them in the west. pick up worms, caterpillars, Ay, 

Their pups’ cries sound like that of human ants and other ta 

babies. They are born with silky white fur, insects. 

called ‘lanugo’, which used to be highly 

prized by fur traders. 


The rocky walls and roof of a 
sea cave are sheltered from 
winter frosts and summer 
sunshine. This makes the 
cave a perfect home for 
static (non-moving) 
creatures, such as Tube 
worms. These tiny creatures 
grow in clusters underwater, 
on the sandy cave floor. 


P ° You'll find 
Today’s domestic pigeons o lots of Rough 
are all descended from A PT periwinkles 
Rock doves, which are ‘ in a sea cave, 
now themselves quite id . Ay clustering 
rare. These birds feed { / a together on 
their chicks (squabs) D ’ J F the walls in 
on a milky liquid 4 a ee cracks and crevices. They live 
that they produce 9 quite near the cave entrance, 
themselves; this oath = where they feed on the green 
means that they can ‘ y } algae that grows there. 
breed all year round. 


The brilliant 

colours of the 

Jewel anemone 

mean it stands out 

on the cave walls. It 

lives close to the high water line, 
well inside the cave, where it’s very 
damp. It has a body no more than 
0.5cm in diameter (across), with three 
circles of tentacles and a mouth on 
the end of a tiny cone. 


Breadcrumb sponges grow above anemones 
in cracks and crevices. They form large, yellow 
and green crusty mats, up to 20cm across and 
2cm deep, with a surface that looks like lots of 
tiny volcanic craters. 


> 


@ 
Discovering Na 


BLUBBER 


Seals, sea lions and 
walruses aren’t cold- 
blooded creatures like me, 
they’re warm-blooded 
mammals, like you. They 
live in and around the icy 


What's 9reY: seas of the Arctic and 
plubbery an Antarctic, so they need a 
cheers? really thick layer of fat, 
jyenosdde called blubber, to keep 
yo \e2s v them warm. 


SEAL OR SEA LION 
There are a couple of easy ways to tell the difference 
between a sea lion and a seal. 

When they’re on land, sea lions can turn their hind 
flippers underneath them and use them to walk on. 
Seals can’t turn their flippers in like 
this, so they can only ‘ 
wriggle across land. 

Also, sea lions 
have small ear 
flaps. Seals 
have none. 


DEEP-SEA DIVERS 
The Weddell seal can dive to nearly 600m, 
holding its breath for nearly an hour. 
That’s the depth of dive made by J 


Scuba divers can go 
down to about 50m. ¢ 
s 


6. 


\ ¥ A Weddell seal can 
ee) dive as deep as a 


modern submarine. 


Sa) 
Don't go 
fishing in rock 
pools without 
an adult. 


FISHING FOR GRABS 
The Crabeater seal lives in the Antarctic, but you 
can fish for crabs in warmer temperatures, too! 
You will need: 

f small piece of raw meat or fish, string. 


q Tie the meat to the end of => 
along, thin piece of string. 7 


Ly 
<4 >Q) 


i} 


2 Dangle the meat in 


{/ 
a large rock pool near pf / 
to where you think a A 7 
I 3 If thé crab 
comes out to 


crab is hiding. 
a 
Ia investigate, it will 
Y” probably grab the bait 


in its claws. Hold on tight 
and pull it out. When you’ve 
had a good look at the crab, let it go 
back into its rock pool. 


SO6K SEAL You will need: 


You're bound to have one or two odd socks in your 
drawers. Use one of them to make this puppet. 


q Put the sock over your hand, 
with your fingers where the toes 
should be and your thumb 

where the heel should be. 


Q Bend your hand 
slightly and mark where 
you think the eyes and 
nose should go. 


3 Sew on two 
black buttons for 
eyes. Cut out a 
felt nose and glue 
in place. 


wy) 
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Here are six simple steps to teach you how to juggle. 
A heavy, solid rubber ball is the easiest to learn with. 


1 Vertical fall 

Use one hand to throw 
the ball up in the air. 

| Throw it up quite straight, 
so that you hardly have 
to move your hand to 
catch it. Practise with 
both hands until you can 
do it with your eyes 


closed - 
literally! 


2 Horizontal pass 
Throw the ball from one 
hand to the other ina 
horizontal line. As you get 
better, move your hands 
further and further apart. 


& Push three pipe 
cleaners through the 
end of the sock, under 
the nose, to make the 
seal's whiskers. 


one odd sock, felt tip, two black buttons, needle and 
black thread, felt scrap, scissors, three pipe cleaners. 


3 Inside fall and outside fall 
Hold the ball in your right hand. 


Throw it so that it travels in an arc 
and drops down towards your left 


hand. But, instead of catching it 
in your left hand, move your right 
hand across to catch it. Keep 
your right hand in that position 
and throw it back in the same 
way, but this time in an 
arc from left to right, 
moving your right 
hand back to its 
original position to 
Catch the ball. 


SEA LON GARD 


You can use this juggling sea lion as 
a birthday card or party invitation. 


You will need: 

tracing paper, stiff paper in two 
colours, scissors, glue, pair of 
compasses, ruler, pencil, felt tip. 


a Cut out the circle - you 
should end up with five circles 
joined together. 


§ Glue the circles at 
one end to the rectangle 
on the sea lion’s nose. 


6 Draw facial 
features on the sea 
lion, and write your 
message on the 
circles. 


q Trace and cut out the 
sea lion template, including 
the rectangle on his nose. 


Q Using a different 
coloured paper, cut a strip 
35 x 7.50m. Make marks 
along it every 7cm and use 
these as a guide to fold the 
paper like a concertina. 


3 Use your compasses to 
draw a 7cm wide circle on 
the folded paper. Check 
that the circle overlaps the 
paper on two sides. 


{» 


5 Double inside fall 
Now you can use two balls! Take a ball in 
each hand. Throw the ball in the right 
hand towards the left, but before it’s 
reached the left hand, throw the ball 

in the left hand towards the right. If you 
throw one ball slightly higher than the 
other, they won’t collide in mid-air. If 
you practise, eventually you'll be 
able to keep the two balls moving 
at the same time for quite a while. 


4 Falls from right to left 
These are like the inside 
and outside falls, but you 
use both hands. Throw 
the ball from the right so 
that it falls to the left. 
Catch it with the left hand 
and throw it back to the 
right. Practise until you 
can do it really 


3 


\ 
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6 Simple shower 
Take a ball in each hand. Throw the right one in an arc 
towards the left hand. While it’s in the air, throw the left 
ball to the right, using the horizontal pass. Keep going, 
and the balls will go round and round in a circle. Practise 
doing this in both directions. 


Practise 
this with 
both hands. ff 
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WEASEL Ar HER BASEL 


Measly had given Weasel some paints for her. and Weasel was exhausted. Two whole pains 
birthday. Weasel couldn’ t wait to get started. She in one day i is a lot of work. 
put up her easel, put on her beret and was at her Measly came into the room. 1. “What es you 
paints before you could say, “Leaping lizards!” __ think?” Weasel asked him. — 

When she’d finished her painting, she stood back “4 like that one,” he said, point ting to the first 
and looked at it. “It’s not bad,” she said ‘aloud, - painting. 
“out there are a few things I’d like to change. "So Weasel iftedt up her palette and threw it at Hil 
back she went to work, concentrating very hard. “What have | done now?” he groaned. What do | 
A few hours later the second one was complete you think her answer was? : ‘ A 8) 
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COLOUR CODE 
Each set of numbers is the 

“name of a colour — and each 

number represents a 

particular letter. Can you 
work out which letters the 

: numbers represent? The 
- : name of the colour with 

; three numbers is probably 

the best place to start. 


COLOUR WORDSEARCH 
Can you find 12 colours in this 
wordsearch? Read forwards, 

backwards, up, down and 


diagonally. , i 


SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 
Can you spot 10 di 
between the first and secorp 
pictures Weasel painted? 
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‘ MIXING COLOURS 1 YELL 
} { f Mix one, two or three letters 2 WHIT 
from Weasel’s palette with § 3 INK — 


the words and turn them into 4OWN © 
the names of colours. Usea  5LACK 
letter only once. 
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“an you pair up the questions and answers in these colourful cracks? il 
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